Aiter taking EAGE, I've volunteered and worked in Ghana, Kenya and now Uganda. Next
Il g0 to Tanzania. The knowledge and the way of thinking that | gained from EdGE
probably brought me months ahead with my job. The way | interacted with fhe
boals, the way we worked and took decisions together since the very first
beginning, ‘ND!LV\* have been the same. I'm not saying that now | own the truth.
Almost every day, | question myself and the way | behave with respect to other cultures,
and this is one of the teachings | got from EdGE.
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The EdGE classroom has given me the resources and mentorship to navigate the
complexities of international service in an open and accepting space. Taking an online class
was never something | thought would be part of my gap year, but| am b gmf&ful for
exerything | have learned through EdGE. Going into my travels with a foundation of
intentionality and reflection will make my time abroad all the more impactful.

Claive Burnet @




EdGE inferns are exceptional in 4 number of ways: their openness o
learning, cultural awareness and sensitiity, god communication skills, and
active paricipation in organizational activities. Their sense of enthusiasm and
willingness to challenge themselves in a new environment was amazing! Aside
from their hard work, what is even more evident is their level of commitment,
passion, and sense of responsibility to every assigned role. EdGE interns exhibit
their openness to learning by asking locals to explain or interpret different
situations for them. This gives them the opportunity to make the most impact and
be of greater help to the organizati pared to many other interns.

-2 Eric Opoku hgyemang
i Director of Patriots Ghana
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| decided to take a year off hoping to gain new experiences,
meet new people, travel and develop new skills. Omprakash
and wy field position with Seeds of Hope Peru endbled
me 1o vedize al of these quals. | began the EAGE program
because | wanted to learn about the possible issues
surrounding international volunteering and thought | might be
interested in studying International Development in university,
but did not know what that might entail. My EdGE mentor was

fantastic. | ended up learning a lot and loving the program.
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'm working as a volunteer at ictor Henvique
-undacion por la Educacion W
\/Iultidimenpsional.lf ic the first = %"Jﬁvm\{mo
fime in my life that | feel that 173 - X
am learning in practice things <, :
that can vealy change the world| &5
am able to learn in practice because |

had excellent theoretical preparationat

-

EdGE. It's interesting how the themes
covered on the platform are occurring
here in reality. Omprakash has
[partnered with] an excellent NGO, |
am really proud of them and the work™
that we are doing empowering afro and*
indigenous communities. =




This past March | found Omprakash, and through it the
Refugee Youth Service NGO, and | am now volunteering
as their Outreach Officer in Calais, France. The EdGE

course and my current position are unigue experiences
that allowed me to transition from the academic and
polished Washington, D.C. world to the field abroad.
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Lina lZoja‘i;

His worl I am deeﬁi | f 10
Omprakash because they'have created
a great course, exceeded my
expectations and encouraged me to
learn about methodological tools for
my field position that I had not
considered.




The Parter Dexelpment Grant is a great way for organisations to e
actess fo expertise and information in area(s) that the organisation is
9mp|7|ing to address. We won expert support for Grant writing and editing our
Impact stories booklet. The support and insightful suggestions provided
enabled us to rethink our strategies on how best we can package ourselves
in a grant application. It was good to have someone who could objectively
look at some of our current Grant application(s) and enable us to

bring substance and unigueness to our Grant writing.




The Edqﬁ platform vot only provides curviculim but experiences of those that
e walked the path tiat | wanted fo walk.. Listening to the news from my side of the
world is one thing but being a part of it in real time gives you a whole different sense of
connection to the people's story. I've made friends in India from all over the world and grown
attachments to them. Some of their homelands are under siege or in distress and | am just as

worried for them as they are for themselves. The world is a lot bigger once you're outside of the
United States. | . 3 S 8-
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This tlass questioned and humbled my intentions in the world around me. Put me in my

place, in the best sense of the phrase by making me understand how complex the world actually
is. EcoSwell (the org | was working with) accepted me with open arms. It boosted my confidence
and gave me a determination in my work that | had been lacking for a long time. Conversations
had from day to day challenged me and questioned my realty.
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They brought a lot of knowledge and expertise. We- believe the EdGE training
played 4 huge vle in preparing the wlunteers for their vole, especially in
rural areas. The program offered them the necessary skills to be respectful, flexible and

adapt to the community’s culture. —

{ 3 Natdie Tingy = ee—  va—
- % Director of Msichana Empowerment Kuria, Kenya




My most sincere gratitude o all those people W make possible tht |
and other students and wolunteers had been able to envoll in EdGE.
Through these experiences and the themes we discussed on EAGE, | realized it's
impossible to be neutral. Just because we live we are taking a position in the world,
therefore, it's our own responsibility to be aware of our causes and consequences as
individual and as a community and being awake and strong.to follow-our philosophy
of life. Lets keep on mantaning our flame and others!




ybserved that the EAGE volunteers were well oriented and

calse. Tris s dlo edged us on o dentify more. innowive
and interesting opportuntties for their inunement
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| wanted fo support students
through their purneys. This a really
transformative experience and it is a
privilege to be able to be able to share
that. | also found it really difficult to be
able to talk about my experiences
jolunteering- and re-entry was really
ugh for me, so | wanted to be able
S {0 be a safe and nonjudgemental
=~ space and wanted to help people

@ 8 AU T WS lavigate through transitions.
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EdGE Mentor




The Edge program has educated me on the complextties of infernational

wlnteering which | will forever be grafetul for. This program gave me a purpose

and...| believe my organization, the community and | were able to grow and learn together.
.9 |
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Thanks to the BdGE Grant, | lave been Eugenia Chow &
presented with many nities fo enter |
dabaue with peers and mentors who
chllenge me to think criticaly about how |
may or wmay ot be contributing to social
change. | hope that—equipped with the
knowledge and perspectives from this course—I|
can enter more critical interactions with "
individuals during my time abroad, become more

aware of how these issues can and should be
approached, and benefit these communities
through developing greater global awareness.| =
believe that the EAGE curriculum is the beginning+
of a deeper understanding of the world and the

role that | play in it. o
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| can say with certainty that Omprakash and the EdGE learning platform will
supply the tools and opportunity to do so in bigger and better ways than | ever could've
thought possible. It pushes me to hold myself to the highest standard and begin truly doing
the work of digging myself out of my singular perspective and prioritizing equality, respect,
and humility. Most importantly, Omprakash and the EJGE curriculum put the responsibility

on me to create the change | wish to see.
Areyn Owens vf}a




The Partner Development Grant was helpful in that it clarified how the
organization should structure its grants, donors and other partners within its
strategy. It was very helpful with strategic planmng We are ery gmfcful for
\ou WNIV\@ awavrded our oraanization thic_aran




Through the entire experience, | learned a great deal about myself, the world avound
me, and the connection between the two. | also learned that | lave a bt left fo
learn and undevstand. Through EAGE, | gained a deeper understanding of the implications of
volunteering abroad and of what my purpose should and should not be during such

experiences. While EdGE taught me about service and how to serve, volunteering with LOHYI and
staying in Machakos added experience to the academic knowledge.
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When | began my Gap Year, | had ideas of what | wanted to do but wasn't sure how to get there,

and in the right way. Omprakash was the “tonnector” | needed. | volunteered online for
RefugeedRefugees for several months while | worked to save money in my hometown in Upstate

New York. Then | came here to Peru to volunteer as a photographer-videographer for Seeds of

Hope. The Ethical Global Engagement Grant | received from Omprakash also helped to make
this a reality! A0
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| find that as | go through the EAGE units, | am continuously reading materials about topics,
concepts or theories that not only affirm my beliefs and values, but also chall&ngc me 10
think deeper about certain topics, or introduce me to topics or concepts | had not

thought of previously.
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The EAGE program got me thinking about essential questions of what it means to be an
international volunteer — and a member of society. These guestions of intentions,
preconceptions, and privileges are very difficult to uncover alone and are key to
approaching the idea of volunteering from a constructive vantage point. EdGE is adept
at tivering these topics in a funny, imih’:\‘? way that never becomes fo
dbstract or vemed from the coming wlunfeer experience (in fact, it indudes
a lot of practical help for organizing a trip). The EdGE pre-departure course is intriguing
and illuminating and it was one of the best parts of my Omprakash experience. .
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- EdgE Mentors are doo a great
* asset for addressing your questioris and
concerns, and they are all well-informed
people who help you to challenge your
ideas throughout the course. Omprakash
EAGE is a wonderful program to g0
through because the staff and Mentors
truly care about your experience and will
support you in any way they can.

%’:9 Cavan YDuV\g




| wanted to pin the Mentor Team in order to further devebyp
M; own crifical consCiousiness by learving from thnse who are
Just starting their EdGE purney, and those who have been walking
the path longer than | have. I've been a teacher in some capacity for

while now, and I've never forgotten the magic that happened

| in EdGE. | wanted to be on the other side.

| feel that between my Omprakash

& & = internship and subsequent return to

@ Indiathrough a Fulbright grant,
‘ . have a lot of experience to offer.
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Honestly, at the beginning, | wasn't sure whether or not to take EAGE. I'd already spent
almost 3 years working in the rainforests of South America, so | thought "what more
could this course teach me?" But call it instinct, intuition, or whatever you want to call it,
| realized that there is always something new to learn, and to open your mind and
heartto. So | enrolled. | can tell you that this was one of the best calls e
made vegarding my own education and self-learning process.
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= Daniel Couceird




